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WASHINGTON, May 21— If 
President Nixon authorized pay- 
ments or a lighter sentence for 
a convicted criminal in return 
for the criminal's silence about 
the facts of, his crime, then the 
President participated in an ob- 
struction of justice. Few Con 
pressmen doubt that that would 
be an, impeachable offense. 

The House 'Judiciary Com- 
mittee heard today the one 
tape recording that might,, 
more than any other single 
piece of evidence, prove the 
President’s complicity or lack 
©••involvement insuch a crime. 
That tape is of the Presi- 
dent's meeting or March 21, 
1973, with John W. Dean 3d, 
then the White House counsel,, 
land H. R. Haldeman, then Mr. 
TOSon’s'Chief of staff. 

From the edited transcript 
of the tape, made public by the 
White House three weeks ago, 
sever al points seem indisputa- 
ble: ■ 

' *SOn March 21, 1973; Mr. 
Dean laid .out the Watergate 
case in detail for the Presi- 
dent — the first time Mr. Dean 
had done so, 

J}Mr. Dean told the president 
that E. Howard Hunt Jr., w.ho 
had pleaded guilty in-. the 
Watergate burglary case, had 
threatened to expose "seabiy 
things” he had done for the 
White House if he were not 
paid an additional sum 

of money. 

t JfTime and again, Mr. Nixon 
‘and his aides discussed whether, 
Mr. Hunt should be paid as; 
v or- Hush- 


tion of how some of did 

swered questions might se ”27 « damn s ' 00 n” 

^ SK& blows ri£S now"? 
March -1 meeting. Was the statement, about keep- 

>i; VO n’c Reactior ing “the cap on tiie bottle” in 

;XMlXOn S - Keacuon . the nature of a directive or an 

. According to Mr. Nixon, it Q *f n3nd remark? The tape 
was -not - until - the March 2 ‘. might -.provide the answer, 
meeting that he learned of the Later, Mr. Nixon said, “You, 
Watergate cover-up. At earlier ^ ave no ch0 j ce but to come up, 
meetings, the transcripts show, the' $120,000, dr whatever 
eirt hinted, at the cover- ^ - g 

• jap in broad 'strokes but never _ Mr > Dean replied, “Thats 
' : ^^oMlfteleskf tf k the President ^And the President^ stated, j. 


NO nameless, u A 

did not ieam the full facts until "Would you agree . 
iMasch 21, it must .be assumed the prime thing tha- you dam- ; 
that !'is -rn ost trusted assistants well better get. tha, do.!— ; 

_Mk «Sdem*. Mr. Ehrlich-, Mr. Dean said, “Obviously X 
man and John N. Mitchell— had , ought to be given, some signal 
withheld- .the -information from ' anyway.” . ... , 

Mr Nixon, available transcripts And the President, according. 

show nothing to the contrary. Ac the transcript, dedared. 

• Shorti v after the March 2! “(expletive deleted), get it 
meeting "began, Mr. Dean told Was the . President ordeun* 
the Prseident why he had asked - Mr Dean t0 ra j se the money?, 
for the meeting. According to one committee 

"The reason that I thought member, the expletive .was 
we ought to talk this morning,”, “God damn it.”. 

Mr. Dean said, “is because in At another point, the Presr-. 
our conversations I have the! (dent and Mr. Haldeman had the 
impressions’ 'that you don’t following exchange; 
know everything I know, and! Mr. Nixon: In the end- we 
it makes it very difficult for you. aregotnf. to be bled to ^ -death. 


mucr 


..„.h as Si-milliba in hush 
noney. and Mr. Nixon, _so far* 
is the transcript shows, did not! 
specifically reject the idea <xi\ 
i payoff. yj 

OMr. Nixon rejected the -iss&i 
-)f granting Mr. Hunt executive! 
leniency. 

Some Critical Foists 
Nonetheless, a number of 
critical. points are not clear fro 
a reading of the' transcript' 
They might become more ap- 
parent from listening to the 
actual tape, as the Judiciary'; 
Committee did in closed ses-, 
sion. Among the unanswered* 
ouestions are the following: > 

qwhat was the President's, 
reaction to Air. Dean’s disclo-j. 
sures? 1 

. cold Mr. Nixon discuss the 
matter of "hush money” as, a. 
devil’s advocate — “just think- 
ing out loud,” as he once said 
— or . did he intend that the 
payment should be made? 
f Did th* President, while, 
•specifically rejecting, clemency, j 
(approve easing Mr. Hunt’s sen- 1 
iitenec through commutation or, 
Jesrly parole? 

ihiVi.-f.-.Umws <« *« exolana,- 


W make judgments that only 
you can make on some of these 
things and I thought that— s" 
Th£‘~ ' President Interrupted, 
|“In other . words, I have to 
Iknow why you fee! that we 
^shouldn’t "unravel something?" 
Tone of Voice 

Did the President ask that 
* question in an incredulous 
i voice, with the accent on “un- 
ravei something?” Or "did he 
ask the question in a matter- 
j of- -fact tone? The transcripts do 
not establish that point, but 
the tape mighp 

j Hush Money 

Throughout the cemverss- 
} tiers on Starch 21, the President. 
I sad Mr- Dean came back to 
the question of paying . Mr. 
Hunt f:‘r his silence. The fol- 
lowing Exchange could be more 
Afa the tape than, it is in 
the transcript; 

. Mr. Nixon: Just looking at 
the immediate problem, don't 
you* think vou have to handle 
Hunt’s financial situation damn 

soon? , . . • . 

Mr. Dean: I think that is 
_I talked with Mitchell 
About that last night and — 
Mr. Nixco: It seems to me 
i#.hive. to keep the cap on , 
the bottle that much or we 
doiftJiave any options. 
MrvSean: That’s right. 

Mr. Nixon: Either that or 
it all blows right now? 

Mr. Dean: That’s the ques- 
tion. • . . 

Once again the question 
marks at the end of Mr. Nixon's 


And in the end, it is all going 
to come. out anyway. Then 
you get th® worst of both 
worlds; We are going to lose, 
and people are going to — - 

Mr, Haldeman: And look 
i like dopes. 

Mr. Nixon: And, in effect, 
look like a cover-up. So that 
we can’t do. -•* 

The transcript does not 
make clear whether Mr. 
Nixon was being fatalistic 
and saying that he could not 
afford to have the situation 
look like a cover-up or 
whether he was ordering that 
the money not be paid. 

Clemency 

The President rejected a j 
specific offer of executive , 
clemency to Mr, Hunt. The j 
; following exchange suggests ; 

, that the reason was not be- 
cause clemency would be j 
legally or morally wrong but ; 
i because it was not politically j 
feasible: 

Mr. Dean: I am not sure 
that you will- ever be able 
to deliver on the clemency. 

It may be just too hot. 

Mr. Nixon: You can’t do 
! it politically until after the 
j 74 elections, that’s for sure, 
j Your point is that even then 
i you couldn’t do it 
| Mr. Dean: That’s right. It 
! may further involve yea in a 
! way you should’ not be in- 
volved in this. 

Mr. Nixon: No— It is wrong, 
that’s for sure,’., ' , 

Sot at other, places in > the-- 

Nixon meriioas 


igasing Mr. Hunt’s sentence 
i through “commutation” or. “pa- 
role.” - 

After expressing “sadness” 
j tjiat Mr. Hunt's wife had been 
• * killed in aa airplane crash, Mr, 
Nixon mentioned that he had 
: once discussed Mr. Hunt’s prob- 
jlems with someone he did net 
1 identify and added, “I said, of 
‘course! commutation could be 
‘considered on the basis or, his 
wife’s death.’’ 

Other transcripts shdy that 
:Mr. Nixon was probably refer- 
i ring to a January conversation 
; he had had wife Charles W. 

,; Colson, then special counsel, 
i about clemency • for Mr. Hunt. 

! The committee -has requested, 
but has not received, the tapes 
of Mr. Nixon’s January conver- 
sations with Mr. Colson. 

Eke where in the March 21 
meeting, the conversation re- 
turned to Mr. Hunt’s problems.! 
and Mr. Nixon,, declared; “The 
only thing we could do with , 
him would bp to parole him 
like the (unintelligible) ■ situa- 
tion. But you couldn’t buy 

clemency.” , ,.,’ 4. 

The cogajEffiitee’s superior 
electronic "equipment might be 
able to decipher the unintelligi- 
ble passage and, by doing so, 
add to the evidence on wheth- 
er the President wanted to heir, 
Mr. Hunt. 




